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vants and goods aforesaid to her own use forever, that is to say, such 
lands & things as I shall be then seised of in fee simple to her & her heirs 
forever, and all my said personal estate whatsoever to her own use for- 
ever, if she happens to have no issue by me. And if she happens to have 
any issue by me, then I devise the said whole estate, or money to be made 
upon the sale of the lands, plantations, servants & goods aforesaid (if my 
said son Francis happen to die during hi^ minority) and the whole benefit 
thereof to my said wife for her life. But if my said son Francis shall live 
to be twenty one, and I shall have no issue by my wife Jane, then 1 devise 
only one half thereof to her for her life. After the death of my said wife, 
1 devise one full moiety of the whole estate aforesaid (if my son Francis 
shall die during his minority) unto such children as 1 shall have by my 
said wife to be equally divided between them, saving that such eldest 
son as I shall have by my said wife Jane shall have a double portion. If 
my said wife shall take a second husband after my death, then the moiety 
of such estate as shall come to her by virtue of this my last will shall be 
divided equally between such children as I shall have by her, saving a 
double portion to the eldest son. 

1 bequeath to my said wife Jane all such jewels, linen, plate, money & 
household stuff as I shall be possessed of at the time of my death to her 
own use forever. 

Executrix. My wife Jane. 

Overseer. Sir Henry Davye, knight, to whom 1 bequeath £5. 

Provided that if the said Francis West and Jane do die without issue 
of their bodies between them begotten, that then the one half of all the 
estate aforesaid shall be in the power of the said Francis West to bestow 
and give to whomsoever he please th. 

Witness. Tho. South, Tho. Hill. 

Proved on the 28th April 1634 by Jane West, relict & executrix. 



Yardley Wills, Proved at Litchfield. 

Lichfield 

Will of James Yerdeley of Leamington dated — January 1533-4. 

[Abstract] 

I desire to be buried in the churchyard of Leamington Prior. I mak« 
bequests to the church of Leamington Prior, the Mother Church of 
Coventry, & the mother church of Lichfield. I give to my [s'ist]er Elsa- 
beth a cow. To my son John & wife Alys the residue of my goods. 

Executors. My son John & wife Alys. 

Witnesses. Henry Yerdeley, John Freman, Tho. 

Proved 14 October 1534. 

[Much mutilated.) 
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Will of Jone Yerdysley, of Drayton in Hales, dated 31 Oct. 1537. 

[Abstract] 

I desire to be buried in Drayton Church. I make small bequests to 
Helen daughter of John Pole, Margaret Smythe, Thomasyn Wylde, 
Robert Burton, Jone Yerdesley, Kateryn Yerdesley, Beatrix Black- 
hurst, Elene Coke, Raffe Yerdesley & Helen Smith. 1 bequeath to my 
son Thomas 40 s. I bequeath the residue of my goods to Humfrey 
Yerdesley my brother's son. 

Executor. The said Humfrey Yerdesley. 

Witnesses. Sir Thomas Ryder, priest, Raffe Wylde, John Pole, Robert 
Burton. 

Proved 27 January 1537-8. 

[N. B. The legacy to Raffe Yerdesley was a flaxen sheet.] 



Will of Hugh Yardele of Kenilworth co. Warwick dated 19 August. 

[Abstract] 

I bequeath to Alice my daughter . To Kateryne my daughter a 

heifer. To Isabell, to & to Kateryne my daughters two years rent 

out of my lands. 1 will that my wife Margery to hold . I bequeath 

to William my son two kyne. To Margery my wife & William my son the 
residue of my goods. 

Executors. My wife Margery & son William. 

Overseer. Praunces Phippes. 

[Witnesses]. Lister my ghostly father, Fraunces Phippes, Richard 

with others more. 

Proved 16 October 1543. 

[In very bad condition.] 



Will of Nicholas Yerdeley of the parish of Audeley dated 23 November 

1543. 

[Abstract] 

1 desire to be buried in the churchyard of St. James of Audeley. 1 be- 
queath 20 d. to the High Altar in the parish church of Audeley, & 20 d. 
to the maintenance of Our Lady service in Audeley. 1 will that a tren- 
tall of masses be said for my soul, & for all Christian souls. I assign to 
my brother Robert Yerdeley my house & ground for the term not yet 
expired. I bequeath the residue of my goods to my mother. 

Executors. My brother Richard Yerdeley & William Steyll of Made- 
ley. 

Witnesses. Sir John Pytstocke curate of Audeley & John Reve. 

Proved 18 February 1543-4. 
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Will of Humfrey Yardley of Lylyngton co. Warwick, husbandman dated 
6 October, 1556. 

[Abstract) 

I desire to be buried in Lylyngton churchyard. 1 give to each of my 
five sons and three daughters [all unnamedl 40 s., and I desire that Anne 
my wife shall educate & bring them up. I bequeath the residue of my 
goods to my wife. 

Executrix. My wife Anne. 

Overseers. Richard Yardleye, Robert Yardley and John Whytehed. 

Witnesses. Thomas Badnalle, John Whytehed and Robert Yardley. 

Proved 26 April, 1568. 



Will of John Yardley of Exhall in the county of Coventry, yeoman, dated 
4 September 1557. 

[Abstract] 

I desire to be buried in the churchyard of Exhall. I bequeath to my 
son John Yardley 40 s., a cow and 6 sheep, and after the death of Alyse 
my wife 1 will that he shall have the lease of my house if he will be ruled 
by my executors & overseers. Otherwise I will that Richard Symson 
my sister's son shall have it, or one of her other children. 1 bequeath to 
Thos. Lyllakur of Coventry some wearing apparel. 1 bequeath to Alyse 
my daughter the lease of Synklers yerde[?] and 20 s. 

I make small bequests to John Proctor, John Pultney, the parson of 
Bedworth, & John Greene in the Bayle lane, & John Lansdale. 

1 bequeath to my wife Alyse the residue of my goods. 

Executrix. My wife Alyse Yardley. 

Overseers. Richard Stanfield, gentleman, Oliver Wright, John Proc- 
tor & Richard Proctor. 

Proved 7 Feb. 1557-8. 



Will of John Yardley of the city of Coventry, barber, dated 8 August 1557. 

[Abstract] 

1 desire to be buried in Trinity Churchyard of Coventry. I bequeath 
to Elys Yardley my son the bigger part of my house, and Alyse my wife 
to have the lesser part of my house which formerly was a tenement of 
6 s. 8 d. a year, and she to have that tenement to her children for ever, 
but neither she nor they shall sell it. If the said children die, then all the 
said tenement shall remain unto my son Elyse Yardley & to his heirs 
for ever . But if he shall die without heirs then all the house shall remain 
to my children that 1 had by Alyse my wife. I bequeath to my son Elys 
various household goods, and to my wife the residue of my goods. 

Executrix. My wife Alyse. 

Witnesses. Thomas Saunders, butcher, and Thomas Woton, clerk. 

Pioved 7 February 1557-8. 



106 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Will of John Yerdeley of Myles Grene [Audeley]' dated 2 May, 1558. 

[Abstract] 

1 desire to be buried in the churchyard of St. James of Audeley. 1 give 
to Cicilye my wife my house & grounds, & a croft called Lytle Bromeley 
during her life, and after her death 1 give the reversion of the lease of the 
said croft to John Yerdeley my middle son. I give to John Yerdeley my 
youngest son half of a coal mine during the time mentioned in a pair of 
indentures, he to pay £5. 6, s. 8d. towards my debts. I give to my said 
wife coals from the said mine for hei use, and after her death I assign 
them to John Yerdeley, my middle son. I give to John Gernett my son 
in law my takings of the 4th part of a stone mine called the Grene Dellves 
during the time mentioned in a pair of indentures. 1 bequeath the residue 
of my goods to Cicilye my wife, John Yerdeley my middle son, & John 
Yerdeley my youngest son. 

Executors. My wife Cicilye, & John Yerdeley my middle son. 

Overseers. My brother, Richard Yerdeley, & John Gernett. 

Witnesses. Ric. Yerdeley, John Vernon, John Yerdeley "my elder- 
sonne." 

Proved 11 April, 1559. 



Will of Robert Yerdley of Radford, co. Warwick dated 28 March 15— 

I Abstract) 

I desire to be buried in S. Nicholas Churchyard in Radford. I be- 
queath to the mother church of Lichfield 4 d., to the High Altar 4 d., 
and to Radford Church 12 d. 1 give to my son John Yardley my dwelling 
house, to him & his heirs for ever. If he shall die without heirs, then my 
son William Yardley shall have the said house to him & his heirs for ever. 
1 bequeath to my son Richard my cottage house & the close belonging 
to the same, to him & his heirs forever. If he shall die without heirs, 
then Omfrey Yardley, my son, shall have the same to him & his heirs 
forever. 1 bequeath sums of money to my sons William, Thomas, Rich- 
ard & Omffrey, and to my daughters Margett, Agnes, Allyce and Margere 
to each of my said children £6, 13, 4, to be paid them on the day of mar- 
riage or at the age of 21. 

Executor. My son John. 

Overseers. William Whythead & John Yebome. 

Witnesses. John Cruce, vicar of Radford, Thomas Jecock & Thomas 
Walton. 

Proved 13 November 1559. 
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Will of John Yardley of Kenilworth dated 28 July, 1566. 

[Abstract] 

I desire to be buried in the churchyard of Kenilworth, 1 desire my 
goods to be divided between my wife Anne Yardley & John Yardley my 
youngest son, the said John to have his moiety at the age of 21. If he 
shall die under age, one moiety of his share shall remain to my wife Anne 
and the other moiety shall be equally divided between the children of my 
son Harry Yardley & the children of Richard Maydes my son in law. I 
owe small sums of money to John Bland, Harry Yardley my son, John 
Yardley my eldest son, & Thomas Yardley my son: 

Executors. John Bland & Thomas Yardley. 

Overseer. John Knight. 

Memorandum that on his deathbed the testator confessed that after 
his death, upon the entrance of Harry Yardley into the house & lands of 
the said testator the same Harry ought to pay John Yardley the elder 
his brother £4. 

Witnesses. Nicholas nell, Richard Maydes, Harry Yardley, John 

Yardley the elder, Richard Bettes the writer. 

Proved 9 June 1567. 



Will of John Yardley of Radford co. , Warwick, yeoman dated 29 July 1576. 

[Abstract] 

I desire to be buried in the churchyard of S. Nicholas in Radford. I 
give to each of my children, Robert, Richard, John, Henry, Thomas and 
Su7anna Yardley £6, 13, 4 to be paid them at the age of 21. I desire my 
debts to be paid as well to my brothers & sisters as to others, and those 
contracted through the executorship of my father, Robert Yardley's will. 
I bequeath to Mylborowe my wife my house in which I dwell & my lands 
in Radford for her life. If she shall die before Robert Yardley my son 
comes of age, then I will that my said house & lands shall remain to 
Richard Yardley my son, untill the said Robert comes of age. I be- 
queath the residue of my goods to my wife. 

Executrix. My wife Mylborowe. 

Overseers. My kinsman Thomas Hyll of Honely & Richard Whythead 
of Radford. 

Witnesses. Fraunces Hyll the elder, Edward Hyll, Fraunces Hill the 
younger, Ric. Whythed, Thomas Scrope, Henry Whythed & William 
Whythed. 

Proved 23 April 1577. 
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Will of Randall Yerdeley, of Audeley, dated 6 February, 1575-6. 

[Abstract] 

I desire to be buried in Audeley Churchyard. I bequeath to Elizabeth 
Yerdeley my sister 6s. 8d. To the bastard son of James Yerdeley my 
brother 3s. 4d. To my said brother James certain of my tools in the 
smithy, some household goods, also the chamber in the old house & the 
use of one half of my smithy during his life if he keep himself sole & un- 
married. I give to Richard my son one iron stythie in the keeping of 
John Crokett with the rest of my smithy tools. Also in the name of his 
full child's part of my goods the sum of 20 marks to be paid at the dis- 
cretion of my executrix & overseers. I give to Margaret my wife the 
residue of my goods, and the term of years which I have in a wood called 
the Hayes, & in lands which I hold of Wm. Banghey; and land called 
Tybmedowe which I bought, for her life, with remainder to John my 
eldest son & his heirs, and to Richard my younger son & his heirs suc- 
cessively, and in default of such issue to the right heirs of me the testator. 

Executrix. My wife Margaret. 

Overseers. My brother in law, Wm. Bolton, John Vernon & Richard 
Vernon. 

Witnesses. John Vernon, Ric. Vernon, James Yerdeley & Robert 
Vygurs. 

Proved 14 June 1577. 



Will of Raphe Yerdley of Audeley, co. Stafford, gentleman, dated 23 July 

1587. 

[Abstract] 

I bequeath my interest & term of years in a messuage & certain copy- 
hold lands in the hamlet of Talke in Audeley manor, which 1 hold of the 
said manor by copy of Court Roll for 60 years, of the grant of William 
Yerdeley, gentleman, my father by licence & admittance of the lord of the 
manor that then was, to the only use of Alice Yerdeley now my wife, if she 
shall live so long. If she die shall before the term of years is expired, 
then I bequeath the residue to my said father. I bequeath to Sibell, 
widow of Robert Sneyde of Talke, the keeping of one cow winter & sum- 
mer, and one day's work of land to sow with what grain she will, without 
paying any rent for the same. 

I bequeath the residue of my goods to Alice my wife. I owe small 
sums of money to my brothers John Yerdley & George Yerdley. 

Executors. My wife Alice, My father William Yerdeley & my kinsman 
William Boulton. 

Overseers. My brother William Yerdeley & brother in law Robert 
Meynell gent. 

Witnesses. John Sneyde, Thpmas Yerdley, Richard Blore. 

Proved 14 July 1588. 

(To be continued) 



